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the service of the most perfect goddess of the heavens. Perhaps
- who could tell? - if glowing words and amorous advances
could charm away a mean figure and bulbous, pitted nose, the
virgin citadel of the Queen might yet capitulate. For all their
twenty years' difference in age these two high-spirited souls
promised an inflammable conjunction.

In January 1579 Alencon sent over to do his wooing his
6 chief darling/ Jean de Sirnier, Baron de Saint-Marc, ea most
choice courtier, exquisitely skilled in love-toys, pleasant con-
ceits, and court-dalliances'. Being in Elizabeth's chamber one
morning, he stole her nightcap, and, with her leave, sent it to
Alengon to join another trophy, one of her handkerchiefs. Like
master, like servant: the double battery of ardent letters from
the one and ardent words from the other, combined with the
Queen's own propensities, produced the love-game in excelsh*
Court and people were startled. Some muttered that Slmler was
employing love-potions and other unlawful arts; scandal took
note and whispered that he had won his way not only to her
heart but to her body. The two were like twin souls. Making
play of his name, she gave him a nickname - "her monkey', and
he signed himself *'a jamah k singe votre*\ he was ' the most faith-
ful of her beasts'. She was never happier, never in better
humour, as courtiers noted by her gestures, than when in his
company.

The courtship took on a serious complexion, and in March -
April the Council was engaged in long discussions, trying
to formulate Its advice to the Queen. Its members fell asunder
into two parties, as before. Walsingham led the more 2ealous
brethren in opposition; Burghley and Sussex were still in the van
for marriage. The former produced ten objections, the latter
seven benefits plus eleven perils. Some of the objections were
remote, other irrelevant, as the difficulty of satisfying Eliza-
beth's taste in men, for, as it was pertinently said, the hearts
of kings are in God's keeping, not their councillors'. Naturally,
the old religious objection cropped up, but it was far less grave
than before, for Alengon was no devot\ he had fought with the
Huguenots and was now with the Dutch rebels, though, being